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“Some companies might

get into adaptive rowing, there is a camaraderie with other
rowers. You leave your wheelchair on the dock and you’re

donates a shell to either a new adaptive rowing program or

sponsor something like
the Regatta in their
early years and quit once
they became prominent.
The fact that Mark has
continued it for more
than 33 years is just one
example of how genuine
he is.”

one competing in the Regatta for the first time. This gener-

MA U RE E N WRIG H T,

osity has inspired rowing programs to form in different parts

who started in 1983 and

of the country, including Louisville, Kentucky, and Stockton,

is now Area Director of

California.

Philadelphia Specialized

just like everyone else. It gives people who may have lost
hope or confidence the opportunity to socialize, compete,
and feel accomplished.”
Mark has been deeply involved with the Regatta since its
infancy, overseeing its project management. BAYADA hosts
a “Jolly Up” event the night before, which includes registration along with a festive open bar and food for all the
rowers, and a dinner following the race day.
Not only does the Regatta live on, but BAYADA often

Contracts

Financial support is only part of the story. The event
couldn’t happen without the team of BAYADA volunteers,
who start planning and fundraising a year in advance. They

A BOV E: Patty Michaud, a

organize the setup, cleanup, and food for the rowers and

longtime BAYADA Regatta athlete.

their families, as well as the entertainment, which includes a

L E F T: Tom Mylet and Marty

DJ, face painters, and crafts for kids. On event day, the first

Reaching out to the community through the Regatta

volunteers arrive at dawn. One of them is Facilities Manager

is just one example of BAYADA’s “giving back” spirit and

Ann Schaller, who every year drives the U-Haul with all

the company’s commitment to community. Such service

Regatta supplies to the St. Joseph University Boathouse.

is worthwhile for its own sake—“We believe in providing

“It’s actually pretty funny to see me driving a big truck,”

community service where we live and work” is one of the

says Ann. “But helping at the Regatta is truly one of my

beliefs articulated in The BAYADA Way—and is also part

favorite things. It’s an awesome experience.” She and

of relationship-building. Entire offices as well as individual

dozens of other BAYADA people—and their families—pitch

employees regularly volunteer in fundraisers and benefits for

in until the event ends some 14 hours later.

clients or foundations supporting client diagnoses.

Soroka volunteering at the first
annual BAYADA Regatta in 1983.
B E LOW: Shells named in honor of

Mark and Isabel Bohn.

