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Birth of the BAYADA Regatta
One of the wedding engagements reported in the RN Home
Health Care Newsletter indirectly led to the conception of
the BAYADA Regatta. The Baiadas had attended an employee wedding where they met Dan Fanelli, a technical advisor
and coach at the Philadelphia Rowing Program for the
Disabled, known as PRPD (later renamed the Philadelphia
Adaptive Rowing club, or PAR). Dan had talked passionately
about a competitive rowing regatta for athletes with disabilities that had been held on the Schuylkill River, and Mark
had been fascinated. The Freedom on the River Regatta had
begun independently in 1981; with sponsorship from the
company, it debuted as the BAYADA Regatta in 1983. Mark
saw the Regatta as an opportunity to help people and to
TO P: Many participants and

employee volunteers have proudly
collected every Regatta pin.
A BOV E: Proud smiles on the faces

of medal-winning athletes light up
each Regatta.

support the company’s recent name change.
The annual event is still going strong, attracting rowers
from across the country and around the globe to experience
the thrill of adaptive rowing. Using single and double shells
(a long, narrow rowing boat designed for racing) adapted

A BOV E R IG HT: Athlete Margaret

for stability, the Regatta accommodates all levels of athletes

Rajnic from the Capital Rowing Club.

and abilities, from beginners to Paralympians. Persevering

RIG H T: At the 1995 Regatta were

athletes with disabilities like quadriplegia, cerebral palsy,

Mark, Philadelphia City Councilman
Michael Nutter (later Mayor), Ron
Castille, Bob Hardegan, and Mayor
Ed Rendell (later Governor). Front:
adaptive rowing pioneer Isabel Bohn
and her granddaughter Anya Leiby.
B E LOW: This signed oar was a gift

to Mark from the PRPD, thanking
him for his support of adaptive
rowing and sponsorship of the
annual BAYADA Regatta.

multiple sclerosis, and blindness train throughout the year
for the big event.
Just how big? At BAYADA’s fortieth anniversary, the Regatta
has grown to become one of the largest all-adaptive competitive rowing events in the world, and the longest running.
“Competitors say that adaptive rowing has changed their
lives,” Mark says. “After you have an injury, you get down
and depressed. Everything can look hopeless. But when you

