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Acres of Diamonds

“Absolutely incredible. It sent a message that will last
a lifetime.”
“I still get goose bumps when I think of all those diamond
rings lighting up the darkness. It was so awesome that it
brought me to tears. What a magnificent sight! I will never
forget it.”
“It really demonstrated the growth of the company and
how we all play a part in making it shine.”
“As I listened to Mark tell the story of the diamonds,
I truly felt as a valued part of something far greater than
myself! Little by little, as the diamonds were lit, then the
whole room was bright with the lights of all the BAYADA
team, it truly displayed how as a team, we can light the
whole world! THANK YOU!”

M

ark Baiada has a deep talent for making people feel
special. At the 2011 Awards Weekend in Philadelphia,

he made employees collectively shine brighter than ever.
Upon entering the beautiful and historic Academy of
Music grand opera house, each employee received an LED

A BOV E: Philadelphia’s historic

Academy of Music glowed with the
lights and love of 2,000 employees at
the 2011 Awards Weekend.
R IG H T: A twist of the “diamond”

lit up each employee’s ring.

“diamond” ring. Then, Mark held the audience of 2,000
spellbound as he told a tale about “Acres of Diamonds.”
The tale concerns a Persian, Ali Hafed by name, who
sells his house and relentlessly searches the world for
diamonds to make him rich. He grows poor and dies in the
process. What he never realized was that acres of diamonds
were in his own backyard garden all along—the garden
he had sold.
This parable was first set down in English by Russell
Conwell, the founder and first president of Temple

